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College  Ski  Meet 
Slated  for  Banff 

The  fourth  annual  International 
Ski  Meet,  the  biggest  team  ski  meet 
on  the  North  American  continent, 
•will  be  staged  on  Banff's  Mount  Nor- 
quay  runs,  February  4  and  5. 

Last  year's  winning  team,  Univer- 
sity of  Washington,  will  be  back  to 
defend  its  honors.  University  of 
British  Columbia,  which  finished  sec- 
ond a  year  ago,  has  also  re-entered. 
The  only  remaining  Canadian  college 
entered  in  the  meet  is  the  University 
of  Alberta.  Twelve  U.S.  colleges 
have  entered  teams. 

Teams  and  individuals  will  be  com- 
peting for  trophies  donated  by  the 
Provincial  Government  and  private 
companies.  They  are:  aggregate 
trophy  for  the  best  four-man  team; 
trophy  and  tray  for  individual  aggre- 
gate championship;  and  individual 
trophies  for  the  winners  of  the  down- 
hill, slalom,  and  giant  slalom  events. 

It  is  indicated  that  this  year's  meet 
will  provide  more  color  and  thrills 
than  any  previous  meet  held  at  Nor. 
quay.  The  victory  song  of  each 
college  will  be  presented  through 
loudspeakers,  and  college  pennants 
will  decorate  the  streets  of  Banff. 

It  is  indicated  that  more  thrills 
than  ever  before  await  the  skiers 
scheduled  to  perform  on  the  famous 
Norquay  runs.  During  the  past  sum- 
mer crews  cut  a  new  downhill  course 
which  is  steeper  and  trickier  than 
any  former  slope. 


Oil  Development 

Attracts  Attention 

The  eyes  of  the  world  are  on  Alberta  because  of  the  tremendous  develop- 
ment of  the  oil  industry  in  the  Province  during  the  past  three  years. 

This  fabulous  development  has  attracted  oilmen  and  industrialists  from 
the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  European  countries.  The  great  oil  play 
inspired  leading  magazines  and  other  publications  to  send  outstanding  v^rriters, 
photographei's  and  artists  to  Alberta  in  order  to  tell  the  world  about 
Alberta's  oil. 

In  this  month's  issue  of  Fortune  Magazine,  10  pages  are  devoted  to  an 
article  on  Alberta's  oil  development.  The  article  features  photographs,  and 
artist's  drawings  in  color.  In  addition  the  cover  of  the  magazine  displays  an 
artist's  sketch  6t  an  AiDerta'town? 

"One  billion  barrels  of  oil  have  already  been  found  under  Alberta's  plains 
—  and  the  search  is  just  beginning,"  stated  the  article. 


Relating  to  the  growth  of  the  industry  since  the  Leduc  find.  Fortune  said, 
"Only  three  years  have  passed  since  the  discovery,  but  already  Alberta's 
proved  oil  reserves  total  more  than  one  billion  barrels.  The  compai-atively 
young  province  is  no  longer  saddled  with  a  one-crop  (wheat)  economy.  Alberta 
oil  has  still  larger  implications,  because  of  it  the  Dominion  of  Canada  as  a 
whole  suddenly  finds  itself  looking  to  the  day  when  its  entire  demand  for 
crude  may  be  satisfied  at  home  with  an  important  saving  in  U.S.  dollars." 

According  to  the  Fortune  article  Hon.  N.  E.  Tanner,  Minister  of  Mines 
and  Minerals,  recently  remarked  in  a  public  address  that  "no  other  government 
on  the  American  continent,  neither  federal,  state,  nor  provincial,  has  been 
more  consistent  in  its  stand  for  individual  or  free  enterprise." 

The  article  stated,  "U.S.  oilmen  will  go  along  with  the  general  idea  of 
this,  just  as  they  will  go  along  with  Mr.  Tanner  himself.  He  talks  their 
language  when  he  says:  'My  job  isn't  to  please  you.  I'm  here  to  get  every 
cent  I  can  from  Alberta  oil  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Alberta.'  Mr.  Tan- 
ner is  tough  but  his  word  is  good  and  he  is  scrupulously  honest.  He  is  largely 
responsible  for  Alberta's  present  oil  code,  designed  to  prevent  monopoly  but 
also  to  encourage  private  capital  to  develop  Alberta  oil.  He  has  tinkered  with 
his  rules  once  or  twice  already  and  probably  vdll  change  them  in  some  respects 
in  the  future.  One  U.S.  banker  remarks  that  they  have  resulted  in  'an  oil 
development  that  is  orderly  beyond  all  precedent." 

"Greatest  oilfield  discovered  anywhere  in  the  world  in  recent  years  was 
right  here  in  Canada.  It  is  the  Redwater  field,  45  miles  northeast  of  Ed- 
monton, a  field  which  is  still  being  extended  in  electrifying  fashion,''  that  is 
how  the  Financial  Post  referred  to  the  Alberta  oil  development  in  one  article 
of  its  November  26  issue. 

Other  articles  prompted  by  the  oil  play  in  the  Province  have  already 
appeared  in  Maclean's,  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Saturday  Night,  World 
Oil,  the  Monetary  Times.  Articles  have  also  appeared  in  leading  British 
publications  and  European  papers. 

This  favorable  publicity  for  Alberta  is  by  no  means  exhausted.  During 
recent  months  more  writers  and  photographers  for  sevei'al  leading  American 
magazines  have  visited  the  Province  to  gather  material  and  photographs  for 
articles  scheduled  to  appear  soon. 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a 
publication  designed  to  acquaint 
the  people  of  the  Province  with 
the  administration  and  services  of 
the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and 
varied  services  of  the  Government 
will  be  effective  in  the  degree 
they  are  known  and  used.  Any 
material  used  is  for  immediate 
republication. 

Correspondence  concerning  the 
publication  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Deputy  Minister,  Department 
of  Economic  Affairs,  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 


T^..  A  

To  Be  Increased 

A  service  started  by  the  Alberta 
Government  last  April,  providing 
trained  tax  assessors  for  villages  and 
towns,  is  in  such  great  demand  that 
the  number  of  assessors  likely  will  be 
doubled  soon. 

The  assessments  of  lands,  buildings 
and  improvements  in  seven  towns  and 
villages  have  been  completed  during 
the  year  1949.  Approximately  50 
applications  for  assessments  are  now 
on  file  with  the  Department  of  Mu- 
nicipal Affairs.  The  assessor  scheme 
is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  Do- 
minion. 

Main  purpose  of  the  program  is  to 
supply  experienced  assessors  to  pro- 
vide a  uniformity  of  assessments 
throughout  the  Province. 

The  Municipal  Districts  Act,  Town 
and  Village  Act,  and  Assessment  Act 
were  amended  to  permit  the  new 
service.  In  accordance  with  the 
amendments,  the  local  council  may 
requisition  the  Director  of  Assess- 
ments to  appoint  an  assessor  to  con- 
duct a  general  assessment  in  the 
municipality.  PreAdous  to  the  amend- 
ments the  local  councils  appointed 
their  own  assessors,  and  they  still 
possess  this  right. 

Whenever  a  general  assessment  is 
made  by  an  assessor  appointed  by  the 
Director  of  Assessments  twenty-five 
percent  of  the  cost  is  paid  by  the 
Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  and 
the  remainder  by  the  village  or  town. 
Payments  are  made  follovidng  com- 
pletion of  the  assessment  and  court 
of  revision. 
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This  aerial  photograph  shows  the  buildings  and  a  portion  of  the 
picturesque  grounds  at  the  Oliver  Mental  Institution.  The  layout  of 
the  Ponoka  institution  is  similar.  In  the  centre,  foreground,  is  one 
of  the  buildings  for  male  patients.  The  lower  ward  of  this  building 
provides  hospital  accommodation,  insulin,  electro,  and  hydrotherapy. 
The  upper  ward  of  the  building  is  a  T.B.  ward.  To  the  immediate 
right  of  this  building  is  the  administration  building,  which  houses 
offices,  convalescent  wards  and  male  work  wards.  In  the  building 
at  the  left  foreground  are  male  chronic  cases,  refractory  and  another 
convalescent  ward.  Immediately  north  of  the  building  in  the  centre 
foreground  is  another  building  for  male  patients.  Here  are  work 
wards -and  some  chronic  cases.  North  of  this  building  is  the  service 
building,  where  employees  and  the  institution's  stores  are  housed. 


Directly  east  of  the  service  building  is  the  dining  hall  and  kitchen. 
Here  all  the  food  for  the  entire  institution  is  prepared.  Also  in  this 
building  is  the  staff  dining  hall  and  main  male  dining  hall.  Just 
north  of  the  dining  hall  is  the  juvenile  delinquent  centre  for  boys. 
The  next  structure  is  the  new  women's  building,  which  houses  con- 
valescents and  provides  a  work  ward.  The  E-shaped  structure  in 
the  right  background  is  the  women's  building  which  has  three  wards, 
serious  chronic,  chronic,  where  insulin  therapy  is  conducted,  and 
mild  chronic  ward  where  electro-shock  treatments,  occupational 
therapy  and  sewing  is  conducted.  The  buildings  at  the  extreme 
left  of  the  photograph  house  the  occupational  therapy  and  sewing 
rooms,  the  powerhouse  and  the  laundry. 

(Alberta  Government  Photo.) 


Mental  Patients  Assisted  by  New  Treatments 

Psychotherapy^  Drug  and  Shock  Therapy  Provided  for  Th  ose 
Mentally  ill  Who  Can  Benefit  fronn  Advanced  Methods 


Embodying  a  realistic  approach  to  the  problem  of  the  mental  health  of 
the  people  of  the  Province,  the  services  provided  by  the  Alberta  Government 
for  the  mentally  sick  are  being  expanded  and  improved. 

There  are  over  3,200  patients  in  residence  in  Alberta's  six  mental  insti- 
tutions. Of  these,  some  500  are  mental  defectives;  the  remainder  are  mentally 
iJI^  On  a  population  basis  this  means  there  are  approximately  400  patients 
under  care  per  100,000,  a  figure  incidentally  well  below  the  550  which  is 
accepted  as  the  standard  ratio. 

A  survey  showed  that  one-half  of  all  hospital  beds  in  Canada  are  occupied 
by  the  mentally  ill,  and  that  almost  50,000  Canadians  are  under  care.  It  was 
revealed  also  that  of  those  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  each  year,  some  20% 
are  under  the  age  of  25.  A  ranking  |Canadian  authority  states  at  least  one  out 
of  every  10  Canadians  suffer  emotional  disorders,  while  one  out  of  20  spend 
a  part  of  life  in  mental  hospitals.  One-third  of  all  illness  lies  within  the  realm 
of  mental  and  nervous  disorders. 

Clinics  Started  In  1929 
The  Alberta  Department  of  Health  is  aware  of  the  importance  of  pre- 
ventive measures  in  the  field  of  mental  health.  The  first  community  mental 
health  clinic  was  organized  in  1929.  This  service,  unique  in  Canada  at  that 
time,  has  been  expanded  slowly  but  surely  until  now  regular  full-time  clinics 
are  maintained  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary.  During  war  years,  a  shortage  of 
qualified  personnel  made  expansion  impossible. 

The  clinics  are  regional  headquarters,  and  from  them  mobile  clinics  take 
this  essential  service  to  smaller  communities.  Regular  clinics  now  are  held 
at  Red  Deer,  Medicine  Hat,  Camrose,  Drumheller,  Brooks,  Didsbury,  High 


River,  Holden,  Lament,  Pincher  Creek,  Rocky  Mountain  House,  Stettler,  Ver- 
milion, Vegreville,  Wainwright,  Wetaskiwin  and  other  points. 

Work  of  the  guidance  clinics  is  to  assist  those  having  emotional  problems 
to  make  more  suitable  adjustments  and  thus  prevent  such  problems  from 
further  developing.  Many  of  the  subjects  are  children  who  for  various  reasons 
are  not  making  progress  in  school.  Often  victims  of  an  unsatisfactory  home 
environment,  these  children  and  their  parents  are  interviewed  and,  through 
expert  counsel,  are  started  back  on  the  road  to  good  family  relationships, 
citizenship  and  sound  mental  health.  Their  problem  often  is  solved  before  it 
has  a  chance  to  become  acute. 

Free  Service  Offered 

Primary  function  of  guidance  clinics  is  to  promote  good  mental  health 
among  people  of  all  ages.  (Consultations  are  held  with  those  seeking  health; 
those  having  personality  or  social  problems  are  guided  toward  healthier  mental 
habits.  Where  physical  ailments  are  discovered,  the  patient  is  referred  to  the 
family  physician  for  active  treatment. 

This  free  service  has  been  maintained  in  Alberta  for  the  past  20  years. 

Some  people  make  a  wide  distinction  between  mental  and  physical  health. 
Although  they  seek  advice  from  their  physician  at  the  first  symptom  of 
physical  illness,  they  hesitate  to  consult  a  psychiatrist  except  as  a  last  resort. 
Authorities  in  Alberta  say  the  general  attitude  of  the  public  toward  mental 
health  must  be  changed. 

Complete  Examination  and  Treatment 

The  general  procedure  in  Alberta's  mental  hospitals  begins  at  the  admit- 
ting office.    Here  certain  facts  are  recorded  and  the  patient  is  assigned  to 
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what  is  called  the  reception  ward  according  to  sex  and  condition.  While  in 
the  reception  ward,  complete  physical  examinations  are  made,  as  well  as 
examination  by  a  psychiatrist.  From  these  the  diagnosis  is  completed  and  a 
course  of  treatment  prescribed.  Mental  illness  may  or  may  not  yield  to  treat- 
ment, but  when  recovery  sets  in,  the  patient  enters  the  convalescent  ward  and 
finally  is  discharged. 

Treatments  fall  into  five  main  classes:  psychotherapy,  hydrotherapy,  drug 
therapy,  shock  therapy  (including  electro  shock  and  insulin)  and  occupational 
therapy. 

Occupational  therapy  is  of  major  importance  in  treatment  of  the  mentally 
ill.  Every  effort  is  made  to  determine  the  patient's  interest  and  under  special 
instructors  he  is  encouraged  to  work  with  his  hands.  Various  types  of  handi- 
crafts such  as  woodworking,  leatherworking,  embroidery  and  rug-making  for 
the  women,  and  farm  and  outdoor  activities  for  the  men  are  taught.  Such 
activities  have  a  therapeutic  effect  upon  the  mind.  Building  and  creating 
restores  damaged  self-confidence,  it  brings  a  sense  of  achievement  so  essential 
to  one's  peace  of  mind. 

No  Strong-Arm  Methods 

In  the  Ponoka  Mental  Hospital  there  is  a  well-equipped  tailor  shop,  and 
both  there  and  at  Oliver  large  farms  and  gardens  produce  vast  quantities  of 
grain,  livestock,  dairy  products,  vegetables  and  fruit,  thus  making  the  hospitals 
as  self-sufficient  as  possible. 

Hydrotherapy  is  a  regular  procedure  in  Alberta's  mental  institutions.  It 
consists  of  continuous  baths  held  constantly  at  98°,  producing  the  same  relax- 
ing effect  as  a  hot  bath  at  home.  This  and  the  "wet-pack"'  is  the  closest  thing 
to  physical  restraint  practiced  in  our  provincial  institutions.  Camisoles,  wrist- 
lets, belts,  and  other  similar  articles  are  unknown.  Strong-arm  methods  of 
discipline  are  the  basis  for  instant  dismissal  of  the  offending  attendant.  A 
helpful,  considerate  attitude  on  the  part  of  all  staff  members  is  obligatory. 

In  this  connection  also  it  is  noteworthy  that  there  are  no  "padded  cells" 
in  any  mental  hospital  in  Alberta.  Where  seclusion  Is  necessary  the  disturbed 
patient  is  placed  in  a  single  room.  The  hope  has  been  expressed  that  even 
these  are  on  their  way  out  as  progress  is  made  towards  more  effective  methods 
of  treatment. 

Many  Facilities  Provided 

Shock  treatment  includes  insulin  and  electro  shock.  Both  of  these  are 
designed  to  wipe  out  more  recently  acquired  unfavorable  mental  traits,  leaving 
an  earlier  and  more  desiraible  condition.  After  each  treatment  a  period  of 
normalcy  may  be  experienced.  This  may  increase  in  length  as  treatments  are 
continued  until,  in  successful  cases,  the  normal  condition  becomes  permanent. 
In  selected  cases,  brain  surgery  is  recommended  and  carried  out  by  a  competent 
surgeon. 

Alberta's  mental  hospitals  maintain  their  own  laundry  and  repair  service. 
There  are  libraries  providing  a  wide  selection  of  best  sellers.  Canteens  stock 
candy  bars  and  soft  drinks  for  the  convenience  of  the  patients.  Fully-equipped 
beauty  parlors  are  kept  busy,  especially  when  there  is  a  dance,  a  whist  drive 
or  a  concert  coming  up. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  atmosphere  of  Alberta's  mental  hospitals 
as  cheerful  and  homelike  as  possible.  This  is  much  appreciated  by  the  patients, 
many  of  whom  are  actually  loth  to  leave  after  they  have  been  pronounced 
ready  to  go  home.  Recreation  is  stressed  throughout  the  hospital  routine. 
Card  parties  are  organized  as  frequently  as  possible  and  the  patients,  dressed 
in  their  best,  well  groomed  and  eager,  enjoy  these  events  to  the  full.  After 
cards  lunch  is  served,  and  then  the  players  return  to  their  wards,  chatting 
gaily,  or  replaying  a  particularly  tough  hand. 

Entertainment  Important 

At  such  social  affairs,  the  atmosphere  is  like  any  similar  gathering  at 
home.  Conversation  is  polite,  little  niceties  scrupulously  observed.  At  regular 
shows  arranged  at  Oliver  and  Ponoka  by  service  clubs  or  the  Red  Cross,  atten- 
tion is  courteous  and  laughter  and  applause  instantaneous.  At  dances,  which 
also  are  held  regularly,  the  patients  show  a  fine  sense  of  rhythm  and  a  keen 
enjoyment  of  the  whole  procedure.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  difficult 
to  remember  being  in  a  mental  hospital,  which  is,  of  course,  exactly  the  im- 
pression that  is  intended. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suggest  that  this  atmosphere  prevails  all  through 
the  hospital.  Except  in  the  convalescent  wards  and  some  of  the  day  rooms, 
there  are  constant  reminders  that  here  are  people,  many  of  whom  are  subject 
to  unpredictable  if  not  violent  moods.  The  locked  doors,  the  screened  windows; 
long  and  devious  corridors  leading  from  one  building-  to  another  for  easier 
movement  of  patients;  the  ever-present  attendant,  whose  watchful  eye  must 
catch  the  first  sign  of  trouble;  the  many  sounds  characteristic  of  mental 
hospitals. 

In  addition  there  are  the  "continued  treatment"  wards  for  the  more 
chronic  type  of  patients.  In  the  women's  section  you  will  find  a  gifted  mu- 
sician, saleswomen,  clerks,  a  nurse,  housewives,  mothers,  all  victims  of  cir- 
cumstances or  strain  to  which  they  found  adjustment  impossible. 

Finally,  there  are  the  individual  "side"  rooms.  These  are  reserved  for 
disturbed  patients,  or  those  for  whom  isolation  is  essential.  They  exist  because 
as  yet  there  is  no  alternative. 

Sports  Popular 

The  men  in  mental  hospitals  outnumber  the  women.  A  tour  through  the 
men's  wards  of  Alberta's  mental  hospitals  shows  the  same  unvarying  attention 
to  cleanliness,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  a  homelike  atmosphere.  In  some  of 
the  day  rooms,  one  finds  a  pool  table,  easy  chairs,  a  piano,  magazines.  A  closely 


contested  checker  game  may  be  in  progress,  while  other  patients  may  be 
playing  rummy  or  cribbage.  Many  of  the  wards  are  reminiscent  of  clubrooms 
in  prosperous  community  centres. 

Freedom  of  action  and  variety  of  reci'eation  is  encouraged  wherever 
possible.  In  the  hospital  at  Ponoka  many  of  the  patients  play  golf  and  tennis 
in  summer  and  curl  or  skate  in  winter.  Walking  parties  for  other  patients 
are  arranged  under  the  guidance  of  nurses  and  attendants  whenever  the 
weather  permits,  and  throughout  the  gTounds  patients  wander  at  will  or  enjoy 
undisturbed  naps  under  a  tree.  At  Oliver,  baseball  games  are  an  essential 
part  of  summer  recreation,  and  these  are  well  attended  by  enthusiastic  fans. 
Over  the  broad  fields,  in  the  nursery  and  gardens,  in  barns  stocked  with  fine 
livestock  and  equipped  with  modern  labor-saving  machines,  other  patients  find 
relief  from  their  problems  and  better  health  for  their  minds. 

Wholesome  Food 

Reference  must  be  made  to  two  other  fundamental  needs.  In  regard  to 
food,  there  will  always  be  those  who  are  critical  of  the  most  carefully  prepared 
banquet.  Such  criticisms  are  equally  unfounded  in  Alberta's  mental  hospitals. 
The  food  is  wholesome  and  plentiful.  Dietitians  are  employed  to  assure  a 
well-balanced  diet.  Experienced  cooks  prepare  vast  quantities  of  meats," 
vegetables,  bread  and  pastries,  stewed  rhubarb,  prunes  and  other  wholesome 
desserts.    Only  the  best  products  are  used. 

Regarding  sleeping  accommodation  the  same  general  conditions  prevail 
throughout.  Beds  are  carefully  made;  sheets  are  kept  clean  and  fresh;  dormi- 
tory floors  are  kept  spotless.  It  is  in  the  dormitories,  however,  that  over- 
crowding is  most  apparent. 

Much  has  been  said  about  this  problem  as  it  affects  mental  hospitals  all 
across  Canada.  The  cause  of  it  is  of  course  the  shortages  and  restrictions  in 
the  construction  trades  during  the  war. 

Additional  Accommodation 

Since  the  easement.  Alberta  is  rushing  its  building  program  to  solve  this 
particular  problem.  Rosehaven,  a  home  for  aged  and  the  infirm  who  were 
formerly  patients  in  mental  institutions  but  who  do  not  now  come  under  the 
Mental  Diseases  Act,  was  opened  at  .Camrose  in  1948,  and  additional  units 
are  neai-ing  completion,  or  are  actually  completed,  at  other  centres.  These 
include  a  new  dormitory  and  day  room  already  in  use  at  the  Ponoka  farm, 
three  units  of  day  rooms  and  dormitories  for  women  at  the  Oliver  Mental 
Institute,  four  units  of  day  rooms  and  dormitories  at  the  Provincial  Ti-aining 
School  at  Red  Deer,  a  T.B.  ward  at  Oliver,  large  new  occupational  therapy 
buildings  at  both  Oliver  and  Ponoka  and  a  new  dormitory  at  the  Provincial 
Auxiliary  Mental  Hospital  at  Raymond.  When  these  are  completed,  during 
the  next  few  months,  the  problem  of  overcrowding  will  be  greatly  eased. 

Survey  Conducted 

Two  years  ago  the  Government  of  Alberta  authorized  Dr.  Clarence  M. 
Hincks,  General  Director  of  the  National  Committee  for  Mental  Hygiene,  to 
make  a  comprehensive  survey  of  mental  hospitals  and  mental  hygiene  clinics 
in  this  Province.  He  was  given  every  opportunity  to  inspect  buildings  and 
equipment,  to  get  the  reactions  of  the  patients  themselves  as  to  their  care 
and  treatment.  In  his  report,  published  early  in  1948,  Dr.  Hincks  expressed 
almost  complete  satisfaction  with  his  findings.  The  chief  exception  concerned 
overcrowding,  which  he  placed  at  30.44  per  cent  on  the  facilities  available  at 
that  time.  As  already  noted,  the  program  of  new  construction  even  now 
removes  the  basis  for  this  criticism. 

Report  Quoted 

In  his  report  Dr.  Hincks  stated,  "Alberta  would  be  well  advised  to  con- 
tinue to  cope  courageously  with  this  problem,  not  alone  for  the  benefit  of  her 
own  citizens  but,  in  addition,  to  give  needed  leadership  to  the  rest  of  Canada 
and  the  United  States.'' 

Other  excerpts  of  the  Hincks  report  follow: 

"The  buildings  with  very  few  exceptions  indeed  were  in  a  good 
state  of  repair  and  were  scrupulously  clean.  It  was  evident  that 
painters  and  carpenters  were  being  constantly  employed  to  keep 
buildings  and  equipment  in  good  condition  and  that  housekeeping 
staffs  had  been  diligent  in  their  duties  in  the  cleaning  and  polishing 
of  floors  and  in  general  housework." 

"The  Alberta  plan  of  developing  three  auxiliary  mental  hospital-s- 
for  the  care  of  small  groupings  ...  is  in  advance  of  other  provinces." 

"Without  exception,  all  the  mental  institutions  in  Alberta  are 
splendidly  located  with  the  most  attractive  grounds  that  are  a  tribute 
to  those  responsible  for  their  landscaping  and  gardening." 

"The  training  school  for  nurses  at  Ponoka  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Canada.'' 

"Efforts  to  maintain  high  morale  have  achieved  noteworthy  suc- 
cess in  Alberta.  The  staffs  of  the  various  institutions  are  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  service." 

"Alberta  mental  institutions  have  attained  a  creditable  standard 
of  humanitarian  care.  The  rule  has  been  strictly  enforced  of  dismiss- 
ing personnel  who  have  been  careless  in  their  duties  or  who  have 
been  discovered  to  be  utilizing  'strong-arm'  methods  in  the  control 
of  violent  behaviour.  .  .  .  Patients  are  provided  with  good  food  and 
shelter." 

"They  (the  patients  interviewed  by  Dr.  Hincks)  all  referred  to 
considerate  and  kindly  treatment  on  the  part  of  physicians,  nurses 
and  attendants." 
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WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 


Th9  Loans  CommiUee  of  the  Treasury  Branches  meets  weekly 
to  consider  applications  for  loans  and  to  govern  and  control  the 
loaninq  division.  Members  of  the  Loans  Committee  are  shown  above, 
seated  from  left  to  riqht:  A.  H.  Miller,  deputy  minister  of  public 


Alberta  Treasury  Branches 

Banking  Services  of  Government  Extended  Through- 
out Province  in  Eleven  Years  of  Operation 

All  over  Alberta,  from  the  international  border  to  beyond  Peace  [River, 
from  the  eastern  fringie  of  British  iColumbia  to  Lloydminster,  straddling*  the 
Saskatchewan  boundary,  the  Provincial  Treasury  Branch  has  become  a  fa- 
miliar landmark. 

There  are   now   operating  some   45   branches,  seven   sub-branches  and 
108  agencies. 

The  system  is  a  product  of  the  depression  years  when  chartered  banks, 
among  their  economies,  were  closing  their  les^  profitable  branches,  leaving 
thousands  of  farmers,  small  business  and  private  individuals  without  hanking 
service. 

It  was  in  the  closing  days  of  September,  1938,  that  the  first  six  Treasury 
Branches  were  opened  and,  in  spite  of  the  difficult  war  years,  had  grown  by 
1943  until  there  were  32  branches,  5  sub-branches  and  numerous  agencies  in 
operation  with  deposits  of  approximately  $6,500,000. 

In  1943  the  system  entered  the  loaning  field  and  steadily  progressed  in 
all  departments,  with  the  result  that  by  March,  1949,  the  number  of  branches 
had  increased  to  the  figure  already  given  and  deposits  had  reached  $32vOiOO,000 
and  loans  $10,000,000. 

Banking  Services  Offered 

Although  not  "banks"  within  the  meaning  of  the  Dominion  Bank  Act  and 
not  spoken  of  as  such,  the  Treasury  Branches  can  best  be  described  by  com- 
paring them  with  a  system  of  branch  banks,  operating  on  a  similar  basis, 
performing  most  of  the  same  functions  and  rendering  nearly  all  of  the  same 
services  plus  many  that  cannot  be  obtained  from  banks. 

"  Current  and  savings  accounts  are  operated  in  the  same  manner  as  at  a 
chartered  bank,  the  Treasury  Branches  accepting  from  the  public  deposits  of 
currency  and  cheques.  Funds  on  deposit  can  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  by 
depositors  in  cash  or  by  the  issue  of  cash  orders  or  transfer  vouchers.  A 
"cash  order"  (the  Treasury  Branch  name  for  a  cheque)  has  the  same  use  and 
the  same  free  circulation  as  a  bank  cheque.  It  is  readily  acceptable  in  any 
part  of  Canada  where  the  issuer  or  endorser  is  known.  To  illustrate  the  extent 
to  which  Alberta  business  is  transacted  by  this  means,  it  may  be  stated  that 
215,000  payments  were  made  in  a  single  month  last  year  by  Treasury  Branch 
cash  orders  and  transfer  vouchers. 

56,000  Depositors 

There  are  two  types  of  savings  accounts:  "demand  savings"  from  which 
funds  can  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  and  on  which  interest  is  paid  at  the  rate 
of  1 V2  percent,  and  "term  savings"  in  which  deposits  are  left  for  a  minimum  of 
one  year  and  on  which  interest  is  paid  at  2  percent  per  annum.  More  than 
$33,000,'OlOO  is  on  deposit  in  Treasury  Branches  belonging  to  over  56,000 
depositors. 

Interest  charges  on  Treasury  Branch  loans  are  the  lowest  obtainable  in 
Canada,  and  these  loans  are  made  for  any  legitimate  purpose  except  long-term 
capital  loans.  The  loaning  policy  is  administered  by  a  committee  of  four 
members,  all  highly  trained  and  experienced  in  extending  credit.    The  amount 


welfare;  M.  Campbell  Fraser,  Treasury  Branch  Loans  Committee 
chairman;  and  M.  H.  Pitcher,  Supervisor  of  Co-Operative  Credits. 
Standing  are  R.  E.  Browne,  left,  investment  mana!?er.t  and  A.  K. 
Olive,  Treasury  Branch  superintendent...  (Alberta  Government  Photo). 

out  on  loan  fluctuates  with  seasonal  tendencies,  but  the  average  is  around 
$10,000,000. 

Purchase  and  sale  of  foreign  exchange,  within  the  policy  of  the  Foreign 
Exchange  Control  Board,  is  also  among  the  functions  of  the  Treasury  Branches. 

Write  Insurance 

Other  services  include  the  issue  of  money  orders,  drafts,  travellers' 
cheques,  foreign  remittances,  transfers  of  money  by  mail  or  telegraph,  col- 
lection of  drafts  for  commercial  enterprises,  safekeeping  of  valuables  eithe — 
in  sealed  envelopes  or  safe-deposit  boxes,  cashing  of  cheques  and  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  stocks  and  bonds. 

Beyond  the  ordinary  field  of  banking  the  Treasury  Branch  services  fur- 
ther include  the  writing  of  fire  insurance  for  the  Alberta  General  Insurance 
Company,  a  Crown  corporation,  and  of  hail  insurance  for  the  Alberta  Hail 
Insurance  Board,  the  issue  of  automobile,  truck  and  drivers'  licenses,  and  the 
collection  of  taxes  for  municipal  districts,  as  well  as  many  other  personal 
services.  All  of  these  services  are  available  at  any  of  the  Treasury  Branches 
or  sub-branches.  The  service  offered  at  the  agencies  is  necessarily  more 
limited,  although  many  of  the  agents  are  authorized  to  issue  licenses,  write 
insurance,  and  so  forth. 

Loans  Committee  Meet 

The  Treasury  Branch  system  is  a  division  of  the  Provincial  Treasury — 
hence  the  description.  Treasury  Branches — and  operates  under  the  provisions 
of  The  Treasury  Branches  Act.  Its  head  office  is  at  Edmonton  and  its  chief 
executive  officer  the  superintendent,  A.  K.  Olive.  Besides  the  head  office 
staff,  a  loans  committee  with  M.  Campbell  Fraser  as  chairman  meets  weekly 
to  pass  upon  applications  and  to  govern  and  control  the  loaning  division.  All 
members  of  this  committee  are  men  of  considerable  experience,  ability  and 
sound  judgment  who  see  to  it  that  all  loans  are  fully  secured  and  each  appli- 
cation given  fair  and  impartial  consideration. 

There  are  45  Treasury  Branches  in  the  Province,  some  of  them  with  off- 
shoots in  the  form  of  sub-branches  and  agencies.  The  sub-branch  differs 
from  the  Treasury  Branch  mainly  in  this:  that  whereas  the  branch  carries  a 
full-time  business,  the  sub-branch  is  open  only  on  specified  weekdays  attended 
by  two  or  more  representatives  of  the  branch  who  make  the  journey  and  return 
to  their  branch  at  the  close  of  the  business  day.  The  manner  of  the  agency's 
functioning  has  been  already  described. 

Four  New  Branches 

More  than  300  fully  qualified  and  trained  employees  constitute  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Alberta  Ti'easury  Branches,  all  of  them,  including  the  agents, 
bonded.    Adequate  insurance  is  carried  also  against  burglary  and  robbery. 

Such  is  the  confidence  generated  in  the  Treasury  Branches  and  such  is 
the  satisfaction  experienced  since  their  establishment  more  than  twelve  years 
ago  that  urgent  requests  for  the  setting"  up  of  new  branches  are  continually 
being  received  in  Edmonton. 

Four  branches  have  been  earmarked  for  opening  during  the  coming  year, 
although  it  is  quite  realized  that  this  is  inadequate  to  the  need  or  even  the 
demand.  No  one  pretends  that  one  Treasury  Branch  is  sufficient  for  a  city 
the  size  of , Calgary  or  three  for  a  place  like  Edmonton.  The  difficulty  consists 
at  present  in  enlisting  candidates  for  senior  staff  appointments,  experienced 
enough  to  take  charge.  As  quickly  as  this  can  be  traversed,  new  branches 
can  be  opened  to  meet  the  needs  of  communities  now  without  service. 

In  the  meantime,  the  system  is  backed  by  the  better-than-sterling  security 
cf  all  the  wealth  and  natural  resources  of  this  great  Province. 


